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Dear David, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 10 October on behalf of the Petitions Committee regarding 
Petition No P-05-831 concerning unfairness and discrimination in relation to financial 
support for those affected by infected blood and their families.   
 
I am very grateful to you for bringing to my attention the various examples provided by the 
petitioners.  
 
I would reiterate that since each of the four UK countries adopted different scheme 
arrangements, it has been difficult to establish a consistent and equitable UK approach and 
model for support payments.  
 
In particular, the recent adoption in England of the Special Category Mechanism (SCM) 
and, even more recently, the new approach adopted in Scotland, has heightened this sense 
of inequity regarding certain aspects of the different support schemes operating across the 
UK.  As I previously explained, the Welsh Infected Blood Support Scheme (WIBSS) does 
offer a more balanced and holistic package of support to its beneficiaries compared to that 
available through some of the other UK schemes.   
 
However, I recognise that beneficiaries in Wales should not be significantly financially worse 
off than those elsewhere in the UK.  My officials are continuing to prepare options for 
scheme benefits that could include enhanced support for Stage 1 beneficiaries experiencing 
additional complications, alongside wider ongoing work to review the current discretionary 
payments framework.  The aim is to achieve greater transparency and equitable award 
criteria, while committing that no existing beneficiary will be worse off.  
 
We will keep all scheme beneficiaries promptly informed of any changes to the WIBSS 
arising from this review.   
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Thank you again for writing on this matter.  I hope you have found my reply helpful.  
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Vaughan Gething AC/AM 
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Services  


